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It is undeniable, however, that they could not have had their way as much as they had, if the laws had not been so hostile to all secret societies, and the Civil Government so closely bound up with the ceremonial of the State religion.
The fifth chapter gives an account of the curious romance known as the Recognitions of the Pseudo-Clement, which belonged to this reign, and was the work of a Roman Christian of strong Ebionite tendencies, who used the name of Clement of Rome, already mentioned, whom he made at once the author and the hero of his tale.
To this time also belongs the violent attack of Tatian against the Greeks. Although he was, as we have seen, a pupil of Justin, his ideas were very different from those of his master. He was the mortal enemy of Plato and the Sages of Athens, the predecessor of Tertullian when he said Credo quia absurdum. Like many defenders a out ranee of the cause they have adopted, this prototype of Lamennais went too far, and ended by being classed amongst the heretics.
Then follow in succession a series of chapters on Gnosticism in its decadence, on the beginning of Manicheism, on Marcionism, on the Eucharist,really proceeded from the populace, the wretches who lived for the sports of the Amphitheatre and were little better than demons.n to do well.".
